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AUSTRALIA 


GOODS AND SERVICES 
= The trend estimate of the batance of goods and services recorded a surplus of 
$193m in july 1997, an increase of $15m over the surplus recorded in June 1997. 


* Exports of goods and services, in trend terms, increased 470m from June 1997 to 
July 1997, continuing the upward movement since August 1996. 


" Imports of goods and services, in trend terms, increased $55m from June 1997 to 
July 1997, also continuing an upward movement since August 1996. 


QUEENSLAND 


UNEMPLOYMENT RATE 

* Remained stable, in trend terms, at 9.3% for July and August 1997. For males, in 
trend terms, remained stable at 9.6% for July and August 1997. For females, in 
trend terms, remained stable at 8.9% for July and August 1997, 

DWELLING UNITS APPROVED 

* Total dwelling units approved in Queensland, in trend terms. totalled 2,743 in 
July 1997, increasing 0.9% from July 1996 but decreasing 0.8% from june 1997, 
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The number of employed persons in Queensland, 
in trend terms, was 1.568.800 in August 1997, 
increasing 2.0% from August 1996. Full-time 
employment for males increased 0.3% from July 
1997. but decreased 0.4% from August 1996, 
Fulltime employment for females increased 0.5% 
from July 1997 and 0.3% from August 1996. 


Retail trade turnover in Queensland, in trend terms, 
increased for the eighth consecutive month, 
recording $2,012.5m m July 1997. This was an 
increase of 4.0% from the July 1996 figure and 0.5% 
from June 1997. 


In trend terms, the number of new motor vehicle 
registradons in Queensland was 11,536 for July 
1997, an increase of 9.0% from July 1996 and 1.5% 
from June 1997, 
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MAJOR INDICATORS—Australia 


RRR EPP APH HHH ERT R EET RR TT EEE RRR EAE ERR ETE RRR ETHER RR TS 


NTERNATIONAL TRADE IN GOODS AND SERVICES, Summary 


EXPORTS oo. pcsccceccssseeceseeeeneeeeeeeees ree IMPORTS occ tere eee eee e teers dav teeaeeees 
inter- 
Totai Total mediate 
Balance on =, goods Nor goods Con- and 
goods and and Total Rural rural Total and Total sumptian Capital other Total 
Month Services services goods foods Beods = services senices poods goods foods goods servings 
PRR NE ERR EER EEN RE NER EE EA ENE RETA ee 
TREND (& millian) 
1997 
April 146 & B22 6740 1 968 4742 2082 8676 6727 1811 1 650 3 266 1 945 
May 166 8 899 6793 2007 4736 2106 8733 6762 1883 1652 3258 1970 
June 178 89T4 6843 2016 4827 2131 8796 6809 1899 1651 3259 1987 
July 193 9044 6890 «627019 4871 2154 8851 68650 1945 1637 3268 2001 


AA wa PA NA AA A ee ea 


% CHANGE FROM CORRESPONDING PERIOD OF PREVIOUS YEAR 


1997 
July . 9.8 9.8 10.6 a5 o.9 a8 9.0 13.6 7.8 7.0 4.9 


SPPSSCRK +P APES KEE THERE FREE SRR EEE HESS RHE PR RHEE ERR ER ERE RE HR EHE HS 


BALANCE - 
ON 
CURRENT 
ACCOUNT FOREIGN INVESTMENT IN AUSTRALIA‘..... EXCHANGE RATE LEVELS?...........cccecesecseeee sees 
TREND... ORIGINAL ooo... tesa eeenesesmmeeenenau cece eee es ORIGINAL co.cc cece cece eee ce eee eee ee ee enna eee nnae gees 
Official Non-officia! Net fordign debt FUSISA Yen’ $4 Trade-weighted index” 
Quarter $m $m $m $m 


ee ee ee ee ee as 


1896 
September 41627 &i 405 367 415 195 386 O.7ee4 85.92 58.5 
December -4704 BE 196 373 434 490 O74 O.7g63 89.72 59.4 
1997 
March 4617 85 410 376 125 1s? 673 0.7783 94,23 60.5 
Je —4542 &? 473 309 494 202 0274 0.7692 92.16 56.7 
% CHANGE FROM CORRESPONDING PERIOD OF PREVIOUS YEAR 
1997 
June os 4.8 414 TF 2.8 3.3 -2.4 


) At end of penod. ? Source: Reserve Bank of Australia. * Base: May 1970 = 100.0 
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MAJOR iINDICATORS— Australia continued 


Se FPF PPR HH SHEER RHE ASEH EHR RE RE KR E PRE REKT EHR HERR REE EE SRR RSE THREE REESE RR Te 


AUSTRALIA—NATIONAL ACCOUNTS*....cccscsseseeuee Onn e eR ECE E Seen aR ene ee meena E Ete dase eee nese teeene rinanenuagees 
Final consumption expenditure Gross fled capital expenditure Exports of Imports of Grass non-farTn Gross damestic - 
goods and goods and product — product — 
Quarter Private Government Private Public services Services incorne based income beset 
i i ee ee ae 2 2 a a a 
TREND {$ million} 
1996 
September 66 424 18 147 19 712 4540 25 B27 24 980 106 498 110517 
December 66 828 18 231 20 016 4750 25 917 25 579 106 996 111 186 
1997 
March Gf 272 18 395 20 315 5 O27 26 439 26 402 107 5B6 111 875 
June OF 24 18 547 20 942 5124 26 8665 27 252 108 282 112 600 


a ee ee ee ee a 


TREND (% change from corresponding period of previous year) 


1997 
June 2.4 18 3.6 12.8 6.3 i141 22 2.6 
ORIGINAL ($ million) 
1996 
September 86 201 18 046 19 585 3 560 25 265 25 939 4106 O56 108 932 
December 70 084 18 560 ai 294 4675 26 557 26 O73 111 186 119 282 
iss7 
March 64 300 17 440 18 243 4769 26 371 24712 103 a5 106 754 
June 67 068 19 113 23 497 5 iso 29 274 27 G34 *- 108 O09 110 954 
ORIGINAL (% change from corresponding period of previous year) 
1997 
June 24 2.0 16.1 ~13.3 177 13.7 2.9 3.1 - 


PER EEE RRR EEE SHR RRR EER RR RET EERE H HR RTE ERR EEE RED ee ee ey 


AUSTRALIA—NATIONAL ACCOUNTS? COMPOSITE LEADING INDICATOR? COMPANY PROFITS 


Gross domestic product - average Deviation from jong-term trend 
Quarter Sr % $m 
i a i i i i eC ee 2 2 ee a aa ad 
TREND 
1996 
September 110 118 we 5 804 
December 110 732 . 5 907 
1997 
March 111 514 i” § 924 
june 112 356 . 5 7o0 
a 2 a a 
TREND (% change from corresponding period of previous year) 
1997 
June 2.5 7 0.5 
a i 
ORIGINAL 
i996 
September 108 665 0.07 6 O67 
December 119 665 0.28 7 583 
1997 
March 106 O84 o.ag 4 ae4 
June 111 260 nya, 4974 
TERE NR EER BE EMR EN RA ARH AUN EAE RY RAN TR OR aS 
ORIGINAL (% change from corresponding period of previous year) 
1997 
June 2.9 . 3.4 


- AT average 1989.90 prices. + See explanatory note 6, page 19. 
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MAJOR INDICATORS—Queensland 


TP PPR TER FASE RE EERE ESAT ERR EE RTH Hee ee eH HEE ER REE HH EEE Hee ee ee 


GROSS STATE 


FINAL CONSUMPTION GROSS FIXED STATE F: NAL PRODUCT~ 
EXPENDITURE? ee CAPITAL EXPENDITURE- DEMAND! INCOME BASED- 
Quarter Private Government Private Public 


TREND ($ million) 


1896 
June il 036 2 684 3 562 1029 18 561 17911 
September il 149 2 857 3 698 1 006 18 710 18 100 
December 14 230 2 846 3728 1048 18 852 18 237 
1997 
March 11.325 2 962 3 698 1138 19023 18 253 
TREND (% change fram corresponding period of previous year} 
1997 
Marcn 3. 47 9.6 5.1 3.8 3.8 
ORIGINAL ($ million} 
1996 
sune 10 902 3007 3 646 1 405 18 960 17 O64 
September 1a 171 2817 3798 Tit2 18 558 18 O87 
Decernber 11770 29768 3 988 1004 19 6338 18 290 
1997 
March 10 925 2 752 3257 1684 47 918 18 323 
ORIGINAL (% change fromm corresponding period of previous year) 
1997 
March 22 -1.1 7.9 i2z7 3.2 3.5 


See eR eH Se RE HSH eR ORE ROE ETH eR EEE EERE EET EEE TERE EH EE EH eH 


PRIVATE NEW CAP TA EXPENDITURE... ec cac ese e reese eee ee ee eee 
Quarter Building and structures Equipment, plant and machinery Total 


TREND ($ million) 


1996 
une 470 1061 1 522 
September 592 1084 1 676 
December 704 iito 1 814 
1997 
Marer. 786 1134 a 350 
: TREND (% change from corresponding period of previous year) 
i 1997 
March 118.2 12.0 40.2 
a eo i i ee i i eh ee ee 
ORIGINAL ($ million} 
1996 
June 590 1218 1 Boa 
September 592 1049 1640 
December aod 1092 1 786 
1997 . 
March ear 1909 1706 
Pe ee 
ORIGINAL (% change from corresponding period of previous year) 
1997 
March 171.7 9.6 4409 


” At average 1989-90 prices. 
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MAJOR INDICATORS—Queensland continued 


tee SKEETER REE EEE REE EERE EEE EEE EEE KE EH ee te Se eater ree ee 


“OTAL BUSINESS 


NAMES REGISTERED? BANKRUPTCIES" INTERSTATE TRADE® 
Exports imports ° 
Quarter No No. am Sm 
1996 
June 176 658 1 052 1 868 3395 
September 176 668 1225 1528 3 372 
December 178 440 1156 1479 3478 
1997 
March 180 829 1 443 1399 3191 
a a 2 
% CHANGE (from corresponding period of previous year) 
1996 
December 2.3 29.2 0.2 01 
1897 
Maren 2. 37.2 8.4 2.4 


ee Pee ee ot ee eT TRC ER ESR Oa hee ee 


FOREIGN TRADE... “- 
Exports imparts 
Month $m $m 
1997 

; April 1183 705 
May 1310 651 
E June 1126 785 

July i 400 789 

Se i eS ed 

ve CHANGE (from corresponding period of previous year) 

: 1997 
f June -1.4 19.0 
i July 15.0 9.3 


~ Stock at end of penad. Source: Office of Consumer Affairs. 
* Source: (Insolvency and Trustee Service Australia. 


* Source: Queensland Goverment Statistician. 
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PRODUCTION AND CONSUMPTION 


PREG PRR REE ERE TE EH ES EAR FR TH RRR HTS HKRR RT EDT HAE TBP RETF ERD Ae RES 


AJSTRALIA—INDEXES GF MANUFACTURING GROSS PRODUCT! 


Food, beverages Textiles, clothing, Chemicals, petralewm Meta! Machinery and 
Quarter and tobacco footwear and leather and coal products equiament Al! groups 
TREND 
1996 
September 1112.3 a7. 117.9 205.7 118.6 107.9 
Decernber 111.6 90.8 116.1 103.7 0.1 108.1 
1997 
March 112.1 94.9 116.1 101.6 121.0 108.8 
dune 112.0 96.6 117.3 99.6 1217 109.5 
i i a i i 
TREND (% change from corresponding period of previcus year) 
1997 
sune a4 12.3 -1.5 -3.7 3.8 14 
i 
ORIGINAL 
1996 
september 416.7 o0.2 117.4 112.3 125.4 111.2 
December 122.9 92.0 119.0 106.8 120.7 112.4 
1997 
March 105.4 gil 110.9 92.5 116.5 102.3 
June 108.5 94.2 120.1 100.0 123.2 109.5 
ar ee ar 
ORIGINAL (% change from corresponding period of previous year) 
1997 
June 2.5 14.9 -14 -1.1 5.34 37 


Ce Te 


QUEENSLAND—SHORT-TERM ACCOMMODATION, ... 0... cece ee ece cece ee cree teen eee eee e eet cee eran een nenena enna eeeeeeneepeages 
LICENSED HOTELS, MOTELS WITH FACILITIES.........0008 SELF CONTAINED UNITS, FLATS AND HOUSES........... 
Foams Room nights Roam oocupancy Takings from Units Unit nights Unit occupancy = Takings from 
available occupied rate accommodation available occupied rate accommodation 
Quarter ‘000 000 % $m ‘oco selsie) % sm 
a ee a oe ne ee 
1996 
September 43.5 2617 35.5 252.9 19.4 1259 70.7 80.8 
December 44.4 2557 §2.7 262.6 20.2 1142 617 82.6 
1997 
March 44.5 2 289 57.3 229.9 20.0 1028 57.3 75.9 
June 45.1 2293 56.4 220.6 20.2 a62 47.0 56.2 
% CHANGE (from corresponding period cf previous year} 
1597 
Maren 4.2 0.8 . 13 6.0 2.8 ” 10.3 
June 3.2 0.6 . LL R21 1.38 ” a9 


* At average 1989-90 prices. Base: 1989-90=100.0. 
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PRODUCTION AND CONSUMPTION continved 


ReET HER RRS SDR REHEAT EHR HRT REET DPE RRS ERTERRHR TTR RR ER TROBE ER RR ER HH EH YG 


a 
MINERAL . 
MINERAL PRODUCTION. 2.0... cece cece ccc ee eee rere ree eeeeePeanenannnaneaeans EXPLORATION 
Black coal 
‘saleable? Copper? Gord* TotaF 
Quarter ‘OOO tonnes 000 tonnes "000 kg 3m $m 
1996 
September 23 545.0 83.7 63 1 338.0 38,3 
December 25 277.0 75.2 7a 1 368.0 45.4 
1997 
Marcn 24 249.0 65.3 64 1361.0 a21 
June 26 022.0 73.5 75 1 842.0 nya. 
% CHANGE (fram corresponding period of previous year} 
1997 
March 94 o9 7.6 0.6 -21.5 
June 9.5 0.5 iit 31.4 n.y.a. 


PRT Pe EERE RE ETE A RE RE EERE RESP ERR EH REDEEMER EEE ETRE EE PRE RA 


QUEENSLAND... iii cece ete e ee eee eee eee eens eas ease ree teen eens beeen pene aeaseeananadenesenes 
RETAIL TRADE TURNOVER NEW MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATIONS" 
Passenger vehicles Total 
Month $m No. Ne. 
TREND 
1997 
Apri: 1978.2 8 Tos 10911 
May 1990.2 9413 11145 
June 2902.9 9 491 11 367 
July 2012.5 nya, 11 536 
f TREND (% change from corresponding period of previous year) 
: 1997 
7 June 3.8 in. 6.3 
| July 44 nya. 9.0 
Ch i i ee ee i ed 
ORIGINAL 
1597 
i April 1789.4 8 308 40 521 
t May 1920.6 8327 10 546 
. june 1802.6 10 S04 13.961 
ouiy 2 015.3 nya. 12 345 
GRIGINAL (% change from corresponding period of previous year) 
1997 
June 19 6.4 6.1 
July 4.8 na. 16.2 
* Source: Queensland Coai Board. * Source: Queensland Cepartment of Mines and Energy. 


” Excluding motor fycles, mobile equipment and trailers. 


ee 
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LABOUR AND DEMOGRAPHY—Queensland 


Se RETA FER HRTF R ESHER GHEE RR HT RE HRHREK RTE AER AE RHE KR DRE TRE ARERR RRR EKER 


UNEMPLOYMENT RATE......cccccseeete tere eeesanacaneas PARTICIPATION RATE........... 
Persons aged 15 
Males Females Persons to 19 pears Males Females Persons 
Manth % % % % % % % 


PAA AB NE 


TREND 

1997 
May 9.8 9.0 9.5 na. 737 55.1 64.34 
June 9.7 ao 8.4 na. 73.8 55.4 64.4 
July 9.6 8.9 o.3 na. 7a.o 55.2 64.5 
Aueus* 6.6 a9 9.3 fa. 74.0 55.2 64.5 

i i i 
ORIGINAL 

1987 
May 9.9 96 9.8 24.5 73.4 55.0 64.1 
June 8.9 a5 a7 14.6 73.6 55.2 64.3 
July 2.0 8.2 8.7 20.2 4. 55.1 64.5 
August 9.6 9.1 9.4 20.0 73.5 54.6 64.0 


Ld ee ee 


EMPLOYED PERSONS. ...uscsereecssseees UNEMPLOYED PERSONS... 
FULL-TIME.........., PART-TIME.......... TOTAL 
iManth Mates Females Males Femaies Persons Males Fermaies Persons 


ee ec ee ae el 


TREND ('000) 


ee ey 


a ee) 


PERSONS IN 
THE LABOUR 
FORCE 


tae wae 


L71G.2 
1720.6 
2725.5 
1730.3 


1987 
May 770.5 374.5 108.7 300.3 1554.0 96.4 66.4 162.3 
June 772.7 375.9 105.7 301.3 1 550.4 O47 66.5 161.2 
Juby 775.2 377.6 110.2 301.5 1 564.6 94.5 66.4 160.9 
August 77S 373.3 110.9 301.0 1568.8 94.8 66.8 1616 

TREND (% change from corresponding period of previous year) 

1957 

August -0.4 0.3 11,1 7.4 2.0 1.6 -0.9 0.6 


i ee ee ee ee ee ee a ee a ee oe ne 


ORIGINAL ('GOO) 


1997 
May 767.6 373.2 107.0 295.9 1543.7 66.6 71.3 166.9 
June 768.4 368.5 119.6 312.2 1 568.8 86.3 63.3 149.5 
July 730.7 382.0 103.7 300.6 1577.0 86.8 61.2 150.0 
Au gust 7724 373.5 110.4 292.2 1556.0 937 6T.1 160.8 


ih a ee ae a ee ee ae ee a 


ORIGINAL (% change frarn corresponding period of previous year} 


August 0.4 12 15.2 4.5 ais) 0.9 5.5 28 


lie eli a i i i ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee er aes 
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LABOUR AND DEMOGRAPHY—Queensland continued 


oP FTA SRARA TARR REHEATED HATE SER RARRE EHH RERRE HE BRERRE Fee RHR Re FHS 


INDUSTRY OF EMPLOYED PERSONS 


. Ascon- Property Government Heaith . 
Wholesale  modation, Transport Ainance and adminis- and 
Manufact- and cafesand and and ousiness tration and community 
Mining uring Construction vetailtrade restaurants storage insurance services defence Education sevices Other Total 


Quarter 000 ‘000 ‘000 ‘000 ‘000 ‘ood ‘O00 ‘O00 ‘000 ‘O00 ‘ooo kelas) ‘ooo 
ee ee ae ee ee ee ra a ar ar ane 


1996 
August 13.7 165.4 128.8 326.1 418 a7.3 46.9 138.2 62.1 107.8 139.6 222.9 1526.6 
Novernber 20.6 168.8 i239 323.6 BG.3 agg a7 147.6 65,3 106.6 147.4 215.4 1560.1 
1997 
February 15.3 171.8 127.1 3344.6 Ba.6 $90.5 45.7 140.7 66.2 106.0 134.2 216.0 1540.7 
May 148 180.5 122.6 325.0 85.2 a3.4 449 139.8 64.5 116.0 145.1 2213 1543.4 
% CHANGE (fram corresponding period of previous year} 
1997 
May -32.4 a9 0.3 0.5 a4 -3.9 a7 2.0 -2.7 341 5.5 L7 L3 


PPPS RTS RRA EERE ERE ST RHEE EE EERE REESE RTE EEE PO eae af 


EMPLOYED WAGE AND SALARY EARNERS 


PRIVATE GOVERNMENT ooo. eee cece seen en eere rere eneseteueuererenes 
Total Commonwealth State Local Total 
Month 000 ‘O00 ‘000 ‘000 O00 
1996 
May 397.9 47.3 206.5 34.8 286.6 
August 864.3 39.8 208.1 34.7 282.6 
November 891.7 39,3 208.1 36.5 283.9 
1997 
February a72.7 33.8 203.4 36.5 278.8 
% CHANGE (from corresponding period of previous year} 
1997 
February -2.6 -15.3 7.6 4.6 3.5 


SET EFF SE SRR TAR EEE EEF SER ET AER THR HET HEH EEE REET ER DB 


AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS 


(full-time adult} JOB VACANCIES OVERTIME... ccecccesceeeeeeee 
Males Femaies Average weeriy hours per employse 
Quarter $ § 000 Hours 
1996 
August 865.60 569.90 3.0 0.97 
November 678,00 5798.80 9.0 1.01 
1997 
February 697.20 581.80 12.2 0.99 
May 697.80 591.90 12.1 0.04 
% CHANGE (from corresponding quarter of previous year) 
1997 
February 7.2 5.0 69.4 6.6 
May 5.4 6.9 65.3 -21.7 


ee 
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LABOUR AND DEMOGRAPHY—Queensland continued 


Se SR ER HSER EERE EHEC RR RHEE EH ERHRRR TEER TRH ERR RR ERE TSE THE HPR EERE KR THRE THEE 


ESTIMATED RESIDENT 


POPULATION POPULATION GROWTH DURING PERIOD... i csscseses error en easanesaveceeeenees 
Net estimated Met estimated 
Natural increase interstate migration overseas migration Total 

Quarter Kea 6] Na. No. No. No. 
1996 

June 3320.1 6151 6 662 2 843 15 656 

Septernber 3357.7 5 p01 7 oa7 arly 18 565 

December 3374.3 5 636 8 233 2 748 16 617 
1997 

March 3 362.9 6o7r4 6 861 4 BOG 18 641 


ee ee ae) 


% CHANGE (from corresponding period of previous year} 
1997 


March 2.1 7.2 37.5 a4 —18.5 


PCR SPREE AE EEE REECE TBESCT HE EHSE HRC SCHEER THEE 


ESTIMATED RESIDENT POPULATION AT 30 IUNE 


Brisbane" Moreton” Wide Say Sumett? Far Nerth? “ Qusensiand 
Year 000 000 ‘000 200 900 
ee cc ee ee ee ae 
1992-83 1421.6 533.7 209.3 190.4 3176.0 
1993-54 1454.4 558.7 216.1 195.7 3196.1 
1994-95 1 488.9 5a4.2 222.5 200.9 3277.1 
1995-96 1526.5 606.0 2277 206.0 3 3547 


Beare e set rer eee eae eR aE EEK THF PTE CAEP TCE 


INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES AWARD RATES OF PAY INDEXES? SHORT-TERM OVERSEAS MOVEMENT 
FULL-TIME ADULT EMPLOYEES ARRIVALS DEPARTURES 
Working days fost Males Femaies 
Month ‘oad Index No. index Ne. ‘000 ‘000 
1997 
March 22.5 146.7 150.4 146.4 140.5 
April 2.3 146.7 160.4 131.3 125.7 
May 33.0 147.1 150.5 124.3 121.0 
June 7.4 147.1 150.5 139.7 129.7 


ee ee ee ee ed 


% CHANGE (from corresponding period of previous year) 


1997 
May . 1.3 a8 14.4 5.2 
June “ 1.0 0.6 24 -1.0 


' Statistreal Drasion. * Base: June 1985 = 100.0. 


bi i ee ee ee ee a ed 
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BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION—-Queensiand 


Reese HRRR EF ATADHR HE HHP HH HESS EER RHR ETE DR RRR ERE PPR KR EHH ETE EES RRR 


BUILDING APPROVALS........... Ween neee (tect re deere rata ceceenee PNR e ee erence erent ede cere eeee teen eeeteayadauauasennnys 
TREND. oo... eeeesearecea eee ORIGINAL. cece cece cece cece ee sea enece eee teeeeeeeeeeas seen beseeaaacesenaceesssseseeeeeuaaneseuaeress . 
New other Value of Value af Tota! value of 
Tota! residential Tolal dwelling  dweiing units non-residential ail building 
New houses dwelling units New houses buildings unt approved Suildings approved approved 
Month No. No. Na. Ne, No. $m $m $m 
ee Oe ee ar 
1997 
April 2025 2817 2 052 685 2 748 258.2 122.5 404.3 
May 2 004 2757 2107 B00 3014 298.0 214.7 544.2 
June 197i 2 765 1 937 602 2 545 243.8 128.7 392.1 
July 1931 2 743 2104 O41 3 363 330.5 535.1 588.0 
% CHANGE (fram corresponding period of previous year} 
1997 
July -1.9 og 4.6 21.3 2.1 a1 138.2 69.0 


REE EERE RHEE RRO EER TERM EEE E RE BEE De Pe CEE KEEFER EK ERED ETE RT ERED Ee 


DWELLING UNIT COMMENCEMENTS............cccee cece eee ENGINEERING CONSTRUCTION 
New other Value of new Value pf 
residential residential non-residential Value of work Value of 
Sew Aouses buildings building Suilaing commenced work done 
Quarter No. No. $m $m $m sm 
1996 
June 6 086 2147 86485 731.0 622.8 801.6 
September 5 401 2 142 769.1 551.2 1175.9 806.7 
December 6 281 24173 859.6 613.4 1034.6 O17.i 
1997 
March 4950 2 422 667.0 438.9 620.7 729.3 
% CHANGE (from corresponding period of previous yearn 
1996 
Decemper 4.0 36.6 20.8 13.7 TF 4 
1997 
March 2.4 14.6 o.1 -25.8 0.8 8.1 


SP PR PERTH ET Se NAH HATS ERA PI SENECA T HAY EERE TR EH EEE ETOH HET ETE ROR AUER TEER OR ETAT TARE Eee ETE EEA EAR NETS I EES 
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PRICE INDEXES 


eee bee se eee FF Sete SESE SE RSE HEE THE HERES TERRE EHH ERD HERE EE eee De eH 


AUSTRALIA. cc ccc cece en eee nn eden eee eee n Eee nea SO dE REESE SEES SEES DESC ERER REDO r OPES dE;ESORCHOPLRIESESCCCCF bu baE dae e tanenenenenonaaeuneas 
Articles produced by manufacturing Industry)... eres Materials used in manufacturing industn? Export” import 
Food, Basic Petroleum Fabricated 
beverages metal and coal Transport = metaf imported Domestic All 
Month and tobaces products Droducts. equipment products All groups materials materials Materials Al groups AN groups 
ha i i ee ee ee 
1997 
March 227.4 103.8 137.3 121.2 121.1 122.2 107.4 104.0 105.4 91.6 107.1 
April 127.7 104.8 126.0 121.8 121.2 172.0 107.5 104.1 1604.6 92.3 LO7.2 
May 228.1 105.4 126.9 121.4 121.4 122.3 107.5 163.8 qos 1 92.9 107.3 
June 128.4 167.0 124.1 AOL? 131.3 122.5 106.2 165.0 166.4 94.9 108.2 
% CHANGE [from corresponding period of previous year) 
1997 
June 2.6 12 La -O7 13 156 25 0.6 -1.2 ig 0.4 


Sec che teet eee SHER TEETER Re CTH tte Pe eee HEE EE EE RHEE EERE TEED ee eee 


BRISBANE... 0.00. cc cece ceca eee e te ee eee ene ee ie erate ene e ae eed ne ease een neeee eens QUEENSLANEE oo. eects eee eeee 
Established Prices received Prices paid Farmers’ terns 
COMSUAIEL OFICE IAUOK occ cece ccesesesecsesrseseseseseureesacasesaserenarisneens house? by farmers" by farmers* of trade" 
Quarter Food Housing Transportation All groups = 
Sn a . sees serves anne wea 
E 1996 
i Septernber 117.7 112.4 122.2 120.6 137.5 104.5 129.1 80.5 
E December 118.0 109.6 123.3 120.8 134.1 101.8 127.7 78.3 
' 1997 
: March 119.8 106.4 4124.4 421.5 136.6 202.0 126.4 80.7 
t June 119.9 103.0 123.7 124.4 139.0 nya. nya ry. 
} dee LEER U RENE N MDNR PEERED UREN ERR EU NE LONER AYDEN ELAN AN EA OA Ne ees 
E % CHANGE (from corresponding périod of previous year) 
¢ 
7 1997 
March 2.4 8.1 3.2 16 _ -3.0 -1.4 -6.5 
June 14 —3.4 1.3 0.6 14 nya. Fy ny.d. 


PR ee RRRR ERR ESSER TERRE ERE ERR ESHER ESE ECR REECE STEERS HET HERESREH THERE ETE 


BRISBANE. cece cee eee renee eed EA dE CUE ACEC LA Sse g EEE eens eee ese ene e seen eee nn neat es 


Materials used in house building? 


Materials used in building other than AGUSE™ oie 


Month All groups Structural steel Ready-mixed concrete All Beau 
eee o ee ie a eT 
1997 

March 116.0 136.1 104.7 116.5 

April 116.0 134.4 105.4 116.4 

May 116.6 136.1 108.3 117.0 

June 116.4 137.8 108.3 117.3 

aon a a i 
% CHANGE (fram corresponding period of previous year) 

1997 

June 2.4 1 6.6 2.1 


' Base: 1988-89=100.0. * Base: 1989-90=100.0. ? Source: Australian Bureau of Agneutturai and Resource Economics 


‘ Base: 1987-88=100.0. 


ee ee ee ee A ke 
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BANKING AND FINANCE 


eae t OP RETR EER RRR RE RE PRE ETE EEE MER HEE ERE RET EERE RHEE ERMA DER EEE 


QUEENSLAND—ALL BANKS’,............ 
CSPGSITS Lecce ccc cae sewer eens 
Tem Other? Total 
Month 3m 3m Err. 
1957 
March 23 347 20 927 44 274 
Apr:l 23 377 21139 44516 
May 24 301 21344 45 645 
June 23 716 21568 45 284 
% CHANGE (fram 
1997 
Une ima 26.3 18.6 


QUEENSLAND— BUILDING SOCIETIES 


LOANS... LENDING OPERATIONS... cece cca ccc eececeeceeeeeeeneas 
Lenaing compnt- 

Other lending’ Loans advanced ments unused Receipts Witharawals 

$m $m $m 3m im 

57 738 637 i049 904.7 856.0 

BB 3d9 ric tee 97.1 974.8 988.0 

54 629 66.5 96.3 928.6 809.1 

59 366 64.5 86.3 938.9 850.6 
a re ee ee ee ee ee aed 
corresponding period of previous yeari 

16.9 -51.0 62.9 -66.6 5.7 


i i ed ee ee Se 


QUCENSLAND— FINANCE COMMITMENTS 


PERSONAL 


Set ane ee eee eO EPO O EES eee e teen e EEE mE Ens Sete tee ree COMMERCIAL. ......cccccc ce cce ce ever eeeeeeees 
Credit Ainance Ainanee 
Ait bamns cooperatives companies Other Total Af banks companies Other Tote! 
Month Sr. Str Sm Sm. sm Sm $m sm Sm 
boa a) Be ad a0 a ees a cone 
1997 
March 428.5 36.3 7a. 13.7 567.58 1457.0 155.1 80.8 1728.2 
Apr 464.7 36.9 6.2 14.6 601.4 12739 1617 87.1 1 567.6 
May 4475 38.7 7.3 13.3 576.8 1307.8 152.5 101.6 1561.9 
dure 450 7 fd 104.1 14.2 615.0 4 756.3 169.9 80.1 2016.2 
rage : Boy ec) Ree oa So ee ed ee i ae es oo re Ore re eee 
% CHANGE (from correspanding period of previous year! 
4997 
June 76.3 -O.5 20.0 416.6 20.9 af 30,8 -0.9 4.4 


B.1 


Seer ee FSS HME ST EHP ESA EET Ree RHEE HH RED EERE EERE EERE HH ERO REESE eet te SBE He Ht 


QUEENSLAND—HOUSING FINANCE FOR OWNER OCCUPATION 


AUSTRALIA—iNTEREST RATES 


Permanent Housing foans for 
All banks bufiding societies Chther fenders Total awner occupation 
Month $m $m sm Sm % 
1997 
° March so7.4 42.8 60.6 760.8 7.6 
t April 651.3 44.5 62.6 758.4 7.6 
: May 603.9 44.3 5o.4 TO? Tz 
jure 578.8 40.6 86.4 T0G.2 Tee 
so # wad ecg Sa a ce a s ee ed 
% CHANGE {from ccrresponding period of previcus year) 
1997 
June 27.5 -64,2 62.2 $6.5 
r 
, Source: Reserve Bank of Australia, * Ineiuding certficates of deposit. ° Exeluding non-resigent lending. 
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BUSINESS EXPECTATIONS 


SS Set ease Sate Pa H et HR RHEE RHR HEE STRAT HSS EHR HRRE SSE ORHRRERERH DH AH ES 


AUSTRALIA. cece ccs cs etre cere eens ee eee sees esses pe reueueneaeueeaeapensadevenunerensestenentsuesssssnrs QUEENSLAND 
TRADING EMPLOY- OPERATING INTERNATIONAL 
PERFORMANCE.......... INVESTMENT... MENT EXPENSES TRADE ........... SALES 
Selling 
Quarter Sales prices Profit Capital Stocks impents Exports 
SHORT-TERM OUTLOOK—Expecteg aggregate change from the previous quarter (%) 
1996 
December 1.6 o.2 37 2.6 ~0.6 a3 1.4 t4 2.6 12 
1997 
March o.4 G1 2.9 5.8 O.4 0.4 0.8 0.5 0.6 0.4 
ide 1.6 O23 78 a4 0.3 _ 1a 5.9 16 1.4 
Septernber a7 a4 -14 3.2 —O.1 0.1 o.8 19 1.3 o.9 
MEDIUM-TERM OUTLOOK—Expected aggregate change from the corresponding quarter of the srevious year (%)} 
1397 
September 34 1.2 10.4 6.6 - 0.6 24 3.6 47 2.5 
December 31 ag 2.6 1.2 - 0.3 2.2 21 3.4 3.3 
1998 
March 2.9 og 12.2 3.2 a4 0.5 1.8 3.0 3.4 2.8 
June 2.4 oF 12.32 3.7 a2 Ol 1.3 26 4.5 1.8 


FSR EER ERK HERE EE ED EHP ET EEE REESE RE EOE OHRHKREEEERRAR EH EE ED 


AUSTRALIA 


ACTUAL CAPITAL EXPENDITURE 


New buildings and structures Equipment, pant and machinery Total 
Period am sm $m 
1995-96 8630 25 692 34 324 
1996-97 11 a75 26 727 38 601 


SSP reer SCE eT EEE SHEER ESET REET HERE RHEE EER EHH HEBD 


AUSTRALIA... ccc cccen cen enete rari sit ceerie eee cree ie eon enue . 


EXPECTED CAPITAL EXPENDITURE? 


Period New ouidings and structures Equigment, plant and machinery Total 
Sm $m sm 

Ae ene i i i a a 2 

1996-97 14711 28285 42 996 

1997-98 12 798 21 885 34 G83 


* Not directly comparable with estimates of actual capital expenditure due to likely aver caer reaiisation, 


PNP RRA RA eR RR A A AER 
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EXPLANATORY NOTES 


i i 


INTRODUCTION 


SEASONAL ADJUSTMENT 
AND TREND ESTIMATION 


COMPOSITE LEADING INDICATOR 


RELATED PUBLICATIONS 


UNPUBLISHED STATISTICS 


EFFECTS OF ROUNDING 


SYMBOLS AND OTHER USAGES 


1 This publication contains latest estimates for a comprehensive range of economic 
indicators. Statistics shown in this publication are the latest available at the date of 
preparation. in a number of cases figures appearing in this publication are preliminary 
and are subject to revision in subsequent issues. Reference should therefore always be 
made to the latest issue or to the statistical publication on the specific subject. 


2 Seasonal adjustment is a means of removing the estimated effects of normal seasonal 
variation from the series so that the effects of other influences on the series can be 
more clearly recognised. Seasonal adjustment does not aim to remove the irregular or 
non-seasonal influences which may be present in any particular month. This means that 
month-to-month movements of the seasonally adjusted estimates may not be reliable 
indicators of trend behaviour. 


3 The smoothing of seasonally adjusted series reduces the impact of the irregular 
components of the seasonally adjusted series and creates trend estimates. These trend 
estimates are derived by applying a 13-term Henderson-weighted moving average to all 
months except the last six. The last six monthly trend estimates are obtained by 
applying surrogates of the Henderson average to the seasonally adjusted series, Trend 
series are used to analyse the underlying behaviour of the series over time. 


4 While this smoothing technique enables estimates to be produced for the latest 
month, it does result in revisions to the most recent months as additional observations 
become available, Generally, subsequent revisions become srtraller and after 3 months 
have a negligible impact on the series. Revisons also occur as a result of the annual 
review of seasonal factors. : 


5S Users may wish to refer to the ABS Publication: A Guide to Interpreting Time Series 
— Monitoring ‘Trends’, An Overview (1348.0) for more detailed information on 
smoothing seasonally adjusted time series data. 


§ The ABS has developed an experimental Composite Leading Indicator (CLI) which 
summarises the early signals contained in a selection of economic indicators. The CLI is 
calculated as a simple average of the short-medium term movements in eight indicators, 
On average during the 1970s and 1980s, the CLI led turning points in the GDP(A) 
growth cycle by around two quarters, buc the lead time for individual peaks and troughs 
varied considerably. 


7 Expansions and slow downs in activity are measured relative to the historical 
long-term trend; thus peaks and troughs in the CL provide early signals of turning 
points in the growth cycte, nat signals of recessions and recoveries. 


8 Current publications produced by the ABS are listed in the Catalogue of Publications 
and Products (1101.0). The ABS also issues, on Tuesdays and Fridays, the Release 
Advice (1105.0) which lists publications to be released in the next few days. The 
Catalogue and Release Advice are available from any ABS office. 


9 As well as the statistics included in this and related publications, the ABS may have 
other relevant unpublished data available. Inquiries should be made to Information 
Inquiries on (U7) 3222 6351 or to any ABS office. 


10 Estimates have been rounded and discrepancies may occur between totals and sums 
of the component items. 


Id. not available 
I... nat yet available 
not applicable 


— nil or rounded to zero 


FOR MORE INFORMATION... . 


The ABS publishes a wide range of information on 
Australia’s economic and social conditions. A catalogue of 
publications and products is available from any of our 


offices (see below). 


INFORMATION CONSULTANCY SERVICES 
Information tailored to special needs of clients can be 


obtained from the Information Consultancy Service 
availabie at ABS Offices (see below), 


ABS PRODUCTS 
A large number of ABS products is available from the ABS 
Bookshops (see below). The ABS also provides a 
subscription service — you can telephone the ABS 
Subscription Service Australia wide toll free 
on 1800 0206 08. 


ELECTRONIC SERVICES 
A large range of data is available Via on-line services, 
diskette, magnetic tape, tape cartridge and CD ROM. For 
more details about our electronic data services, contact any 
ABS office (see below) or e-mail us at: 
#  clientservices@abs.pov.au 


GENERAL SALES AND INQUIRIES 
& Sydney 02 9268 4611 = Adelaide 08 8237 7100 
x Melboume 03 9615 7755 Hobart 03 6222 5800 
Brisbane 07 3222 6351 Darwin 08 8943 2111 
Perth 08 9360 $140 « Canberra 02 6252 6627 


= 


s 8 
& 
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